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MATT HEW xvi. 26. 


1 For what is a Man profited, if he ſhall gain 
= the whole World, and boſe his own Soul ? Or 


what ſhall a Man Sve in Exchange for 
his Soul ? 


S it not amazing to conſider, that that 
which is of the oreateſt Importance, Per- 
ſons ſhould have the leaſt Regard to, that 
Wis, = Care and Welfare of their immortal 
souls: There is much Thought for the Nou- 
Hriſhment, Cloathing, Pampering of the Body, 
but an jr ey total Neglect of that better Part 
which never dies; the Soul is more precious 
than the whole World, and, yet, how many 
Thouſands are there that loſe their Souls for 
Mobtaining ſome ſmall Part of this World, 
which, when they have got it, does not ſatisfy 
ut periſhes 3 in the very ufing —_— they 
o not laſt long in themſelves, if the 

would, we ſhould not continue * with 
hem; for we are poor dying Creatures, 
nd know not how ſoon our Breath. may be 
opt, and we called to give an Account of 
9 ialing our Time in this World: And then 
that Profit will it yield you, or what Com- 
3 | fort 
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fort il it be to conſider, that for the Plea- 
ſures, or Profits of this Life, you have loſt | 
your precious and immortal Souls: How then | 
will you curſe your Folly, and bewail your | 
great Stupidity, to think for how little Ad. : 
vantage you have loft that Soul, which was | 
of more Worth than the whole World. : 

What Profit will the Thought then yield of | : 
your being rich, or great, or powerful, in this 
World, when you have loſt your Soul for in- 
dulging yourſelyes in the Pleaſures and polite 
Diverſions of this Age? 

If, my Brethren, you did but duly conſider 4 
the Value thereof: If, my Brethren, you did 
but reflect on the Worth of them, ſure von 
would be a little more concern'd about the 
loſing of them. It was to ſave thee from Hcl 
that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt died; he come 

to ſeek and ſave thoſe which were loſt ; youlſ 

were loſt by Nature, and your Souls are 1 
black as Blackneſs itſelf, they were ſunk into 1 
the Temper of the Devil, and if Chriſt had 
not come to have made Satisfaction for them, 
with Devils and damned Spirits muſt hey! 
have dwelt to all Eternity; for if you will, 4 
but conſider from whence you are fallen, andi 
how obnoxious you are to the Wrath of Gods 
by the Fall, and that Chriſt came to deliver 
you, by his Death, to ſave theſe immortal 
Souls of yours, ſure then you would have 

ſomeſi 
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© ſome Concern, ſome Thought of chat which 
EE Chriſt ſhed his Blood for. 

And leſt any of you ſhould be unzcquains 
ed with the Nature of the Fall, I ſhall give 
you, my Brethren, a plain and true Account 
thereof, that you may ſee in how dreadful 


Ja Condition you are in by Nature, and that 


nothing but the Blood of Chriſt, nothing but 
being born again, being made new Creatures, 


| : will ever bring you into a State, my Brethren; 
whereby you can be ſaved. 
When God firſt made Man, he made him 
Pure and Upright, placed hum im Garden 
ol Eden, gave him the Privilege of eating of 
all the Trees in the Garden, ſave the Tree of 
= Knowledge, of Good and Evil, which ſtood 
in the midſt thereof; but Man did not long 
continue in this happy State, but being left 
to his own free Will, he fell, that is, he broke 
the Command which God had given him, and 
ſo laid himſelf and his Poſterity open unto 
the Divine Juſtice, for as he was our Repreſen- 
tative, we ſtood and fell in him, and the Cor- 
ruption of this firſt Man is imputed to all his 
Race. When Man had thus broken the Di- 
vine Commands, the Wrath of God was ready 
to fall on him, Juſtice was willing to ſtrike 


the Wretch into Hell, when Mercy interpos'd, 


and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt promis'd to make 
WJ Satisfaction to his offended Father. 
Now, 


Wo | . 
Now, nothing ſhort of the Blood of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt could have redeem'd you | 
from Wrath, from Hell, from Deſtruction; | 
and is not your Souls worth regarding, and 
the Nouriſhment of that worth ſeeking after? 
What can you find at a Horſe-Race, when | 
you {ce People haſting to their own Deſtruc- : 
tion? 5 


From theſe Words 1 ſhall, my Brethren, 
ſhew you, 


Firſe, Who they are who do not take any 


Care for their Souls. 


Secondly, Who they are that are ekiag for 
Food for the Nouriſhment thereof. 5 


And now, O ye Phariſees, I do not queſtion 
but 1 ſhall ont many of you, for I ſhall # 
attack the Devil in his ſtrongeſt Holds, and 
endeavour to break down the Battery of Sa- A 
tan; and therefore prepare to ſtand: faſt, leſt 
thoſe Things, wherein you have placed all 
your Happineſs, ſhould be from whence all 
your Mitery proceedeth. . 
1. They, my Brethren, take no Thought 
for their Souls, who are pleaſed with the 8 5 
and faſhionable Entertainments of the A * 
What are the Playhouſes but the Nurſeries q 
of Vice, the Sink of Debauchery, the De- 
ſtrucionf 


1 


b of all Religion ? What Good can 
l proceed from thoſe Places where God is pro- 
IE phaned, the Devil honour'd, your Time miſ- 
© pent, your Souls endanger'd ? And dare any 
of you who profeſs Chriſtianity frequent theſe 
Places? It is true, they are kept up by a pub- 
| 3 Wk Fund; but, my Brethren, they may as 
well keep up a publick diabolical Academy, 
Wor the Playhouſes are no better; I ſay it a- 
gain, they are the greateſt Promoters of the 
- WDevirs Kingdom, they are the Ruin of our 
3 Youth, and if the Bible were read more and 
an leſs, we ſhould ſee Chriſtianity more 
| Than a Name : Let me ſeriouſly ask you one 
ueſtion, my Brethren; Are you profiting 
Pour Souls, while you are hearing or reading 
Fe a Play ? Would you be willing to be found 
Et a Play, or reading of one, when God de- 
Egnands your Soul? You cannot, I am ſure, 
l our Conſciences will not fay Yes thereto ; if 
Jo, why, my Brethren, do not you, when you 
tome upon a fick or dying Bed, inſtead of 
ik 2 for a Miniſter to pray, or ſome good 
ll Book to read by you, why ſend you not for 
Play, or a Comedian to comfort your Souls 
bro the dark Valley of the Shadow of Death, 
And tho' theſe Things are ſo deſtructive, our 
Farned Rabbies do not forewarn the People 
f their Danger, nor ſhew them the ill Conte- 
- Mucnce of following theſe Things, No, they 
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are too great Frequenters of them themſelves; 
they follow and love Playhouſes, and, there-| ; 
fore, they do not forewarn or forbid - their | 
People from going to thoſe Places; but why, 
my Brethren, if theſe Places are not improper} 
for a Clergyman to be ſeen at, why do they 
not go in their Gowns and Caſlocks ? No, 
they always go diſguiſed, the Reaſon thereo 
is plain, their Conſciences informs them it i 
not an Example fit for the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel to ſet; their Doctrines, as they nov 
preach, 'tis true, are no better than wha 
Senecca, Cicero, Plato, or moſt of the Heathen 
Philoſophers would have given as good Ac: 
count as they; For what are their Sermons 
what are the Writings of moſt of our Rabbia| 3 
but a little dead dry Morality ; but tho' thei 
1 is no better, yet their Actions a 

a great deal worſe; they could, and many ali 
them did forewarn their People of nn; oy 
to the Games and Sports which they had thenliif 
but our Clergy are fo far from forwarning hn 
People, that they encourage them by thei 
Example: This is not taking Care of tha a 
Souls, "unleſs you will call leading them if [ 1 
the very Road to Deſtruction be taking 
Are. 1 

My Brethren, a Clergyman has not done hf 
Duty by preaching once a Week to you; Ne 
ic hjies in viſiting g, examining, reproving al 
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Wexhorting of you, to forewarn you from run- 
ning into that which is Evil, or to keep cloſe 
to that which is Good; but this is out of Fa- 
jon, my Brethren, and, therefore, our Cler- 
py do not practiſe it, becauſe it does not ſuit 
with the polite Age wherein we dwell. I, 
Wor my Part, would not take ſo little Care for 
he Souls of thoſe committed to my Charge, 
Pot for ten thouſand Worlds; No, they might 
ay what they pleas'd of me, ſtill I would go 
n in Spight of Rage and Malice. 

Thus I think I have proved that they take 
o Care for their Souls who frequent the Play- 
pouſe. Nor do they take any Care for their 
Souls, my Brethren, who frequent Balls, Aſ- 
emblies, and Maſquerades. 

= What is there in theſe Things that make 
hem deſireable, what is there in them makes 
em valuable? nothing but becauſe they are 
FF <quented by the Rich and the Great; they 
re taſhionable, and, therefore, they are deſire- 
ble. Are they of any Advantage, my Bre- 
ren, to your Souls? Will they ſtand you in 
lead at a dying Hour? Will they vindicate 
Jou before God, at the Day of Judgement? 
ee they agreeable to your baptiſmal Vow, 
* f renouncing the Pomps and Vanities of this 
u icked World ? Is this what you would will- 
ly be found at by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt? 
cn, my Brethren, go to them and welcome, 

a — but 
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but if they harden your Heart and keep yo 
from ſeeking after an Intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt ö 
if you would not be willing to be found al 
them when you come to die; if you woullſ 
have your Souls profited ; if you would lie 7 
with Chriſt Jeſus above, walk with him be. 
low, and abſtain from the polite and faſhions 
ble Entertainmedes, for they are earthly, they 1 
are ſenſual, they are deviliſn. O my dea 


Brethren, confider what == are doing of | IJ 


ſtain from all theſe poor — Exiol 2 
ments; for there is no real Profit; no true 8 
tefaction attend them. 7 


2. They take no Care for their Souls w 
can ſpend their Time in Cards, Dice, Bowl 
Billiards, and the like. I 

What Good, my Brethen, think you cal 
come from playing at Cards ? What Sail 
faction? What Pleaſure can it be in ſpendinf ; 
ſeveral Hours at Cards? And what is ſtrangl 4 
that People, who are grown old, can ſpenl 
whole Nights in this Diverſion. Perhai 
many of you will cry out, What Harn 
there in it? Whatſoever is not of Faith, 0 
for the Glory of God, is Sin. Now al 
Cards tend to promote this? Is it not mi 
pending your precious Time, which ſhould if 

| * workin 
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J working out your Salvation with Fear and 
Frembling? : 7 
What Advantage will it be, my Brethren, 


Wo play at Dice, or Bowles, or Billiards? I 
ppoſe you will fay, theſe are innocent Di- 
erfions. Innocent do you call them, my Bre- 
hren? Let me tell you, and I ſpeak the Truth 
MW Chriſt I lie not, as innocent as you may 
Pink them to be, they will certainly lead you 
W Hell, unleſs you avoid them: Search the 
JV ord of God, my Brethren, and you'll find 
Wnough there to condemn theſe polite Enter- 
Winments. If you come to hear a Sermon 
our Families are ruin'd, they are neglected, 
nd ſuch Things ought not to be. This 1s 


Put if you ſpend fix Times the Time at a 
Flay-houſe, at a Ball, Aſſembly, Cards, Dice, 
Ir any of their polite Entertainments, it is 
ell enough, nothing is faid againſt ruining 
our Families then; nothing againſt your 
ing your Buſineſs then; No, my Brethren, 
is only a little innocent Diverſion; but if 
ou do but take Thought about your Souls, 
Ind looking after the Welfare thereof, then 
e World is in an Uproar ; you are going to 
e deluded, to be deceived, are going to be 
Mt againſt the Church, to be made methodi- 
Wally mad, and fitted for Bedlam. 

x But 
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he Cry of the Phariſees of this Generation; 
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But, my Brethren, only ask your ownlelvesf 
which will be beſt, on Conſideration, at af 
dying Time, to think you ſpent ſo much 
Time at a Play, a Ball, or a Neighbourin 
Place of Vanity, F or of hearing the Word 
of God from a poor deſpiſed Field Preacher 
from a Mountebank, from a Babbler, as hel | 
World is pleas'd, my Brethren, to term me 
And tho, my een Brethren dj 
not tell you that it is your Duty to keep fron 
them, but rather encourage you in the goin 
thereto; yet, remember, my Brethren, youll 
are now told of the- dreadful Conſequencel 4 
that will follow the frequenting of theſe de 
viliſh Entertainments. 
You cannot, my Brethren, be ſaid to take 
Care of your Souls, while you are doing t 
Work of the Devil, while you are following 
his Devices, and running directly oppoſite ti 
the Word of God. You cannot, my Brethren 
go to thele polite Entertainments without Sin 
and while you are committing of Sin, by 
Choice and Premeditation, you cannot, I ſay 
expect to meet with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt | i 
Comfort, unto your Souls. 
Thirdly, Thoſe, my Brethren, who tre 
quent Horſe-racing cannot be ald to tak 
Thought for their Souls. 
Whal 


ö T Vaux-Hall Spring-Gardens. 
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What Good can come, my Brethren, from 
a Horſe-race, from abuſing God Almighty's 
Creatures, and putting them to that Uſe which 
he never deſigned ? What tho' theſe are kept 
up, in a great Meaſure, by publick Authority, 
and vaſt Sums of Money expended yearly, on 
the Account thereof, they are not for the Glo- 
ry of God, for propagating the Goſpel of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, they are not tor the Welfare of 
immortal Souls, but tend to their Deſtruction 
rather. Would it not, my Brethren, think 
pe, be more for the Glory of God, and the 
Good of Souls, to have thoſe Sums of Money 
applied for the Relief of the Poor; for build- 
ing Churches, or Places of Worſhip in foreign 
Parts? but our Gentry had much rather con- 
ſume this Money upon their Luſts, upon their 
Pleaſures, than for the Service of God, or for 
the Benefit of his Poor. What Money is 
ſpent, my Brethren, to fit theſe Creatures for 
a Race, to hurry the Promoters thereof the 
faſter to their own Damnation: What is it 
my Brethren, but an Abuſe to God, to turn 
thoſe Creatures to our Hurt, which God de- 
u ſigned for our Benefit, not for to abuſe them: 
What Swearing, what Curſing, what Lying; 
in one Word, all Manner of Wickedneſs they 
are the Cauſe of, and the Promoters, En- 
couragers, and Frequenters of them, are guil- 

ty of all the Evil that is done there. 
—- You 


- [ 14 } 
Von may call this Enthuſiaſm if you pleaſe, 
but I ſpeak the Truth, I lie not, theſe Diver- 
ſions, theſe innocent, polite, faſhionable En- 1 
tertainments of this Age, are only hurrying 
thoſe Infidels of our Age, who attend upon 
them, faſter unto Hell; for theſe are an ef. 2 
fectual Method to keep Perſons back from 
ſeeking after their Souls, from valuing or 
caring for them ; No, the Welfare thereof 5 
is not thought of, nor their Souls never men- 
tioned, unleſs it is with un upon God to 
damn them. 1 
What is the common Language of theſe 1 
olite Entertainments, but the Language of 
Hell? What, my Brethren, is their frequent J 
Prayers, but for Damnation? 7 
And what Good can come from this: unleſs Bl 
you will, as I faid before, call doing the De- 
vil Service Good, and ſending your Souls to 
him faſter? Will theſe polite and faſhionable BF 
Entertainments bring you to Jeſus Chriſt-? | 
Will they make you ſenfible of the Need you 
have of him ? Can you ſee the Neceſſity of 
being born again, by following Horſe-racing, W 
by ſeeing a poor Creature abuſed, and carry- W 
ing its Rider faſter into Hell? What Service 
can it be to you, to hear your Maker abuſed, | 
his Name taken in vain, his Creatures put to 
a wrong Uſe ? Will this be a Means to bring | 
you to Jeſus Chriſt here ? Will this bring you 
0 


[ 5 1 
0 Glory. hereafter? No, my Brethren, they 
| Will be a Hindrance thereto. 
But what makes theſe Places be - more 
fequented, is, the Clergy's making no Scruple 
of frequenting theſe polite Entertainments; 
1 they frequent Playhouſes, they go to Horſes. 
races, they go to Balls, and Aſſemblies, they 
5 frequent Taverns, and yet, theſe are the Per- 
ſons who ſhould adwile their Hearers to refrain 
from them; but alas, our Clergy do not fore- 
warn their Hearers of the Danger they are 
running into, tho' God requires it at their 
Hands. What Advantage do they make of 
their great Learning, which they are ſo much 
WJ cried up for, but to explain away the true 
enſe of the Scripture and their own Articles ? 
I do not ſpeak of all the Clergy ; No, bleſſed 
be God, there is ſome few who abhors theſe 
WT polite Entertainments, but the Generality 
thereof are Frequenters and Lovers of them. 
= They neglect the Work of their Calling, 
W which is, to preach up the Doctrines of Jeſus ; 
the Recovery and Saving of Souls ought to be 
the main End of their Study ; but they pro- 
pound baſe Ends to themſelves. What are 
Wy their Sermons, but a Week's Study, my Bre- 
W thren, to leaſe the Ears of the People, or 
3 advancing their own Reputations, when 
they ought, not pretend, to preach Chriſt ; 
| and if my great and learned Brethren neg lect 
4 2 this, 


cf Lo | 15 
this, a Boy dare ſpeak to the learned'ſt Rabbi 3 


among them, and I would to God the whole IJ 


Body of the Clergy were here to hear me, 1 
would tell them to their Face, that they did 
not preach up the Doctrines of the Reforma- i 
tion, that they feed not their Hearers with 
Food convenient for them; No, Seneca, Cice- 


ro, Plato, or any of the Heathen Philoſo- 
phers would preach as good Doctrine as we i: 
have in moſt of our Churches. 1 

Our Miniſters ſubſcribe to their Articles 


and think no more of them: They uſe them 
as a Key to get Preferment, and when they 


have got it, they put their Key into their 


Pockets: Yet, theſe are the Men, theſe learn- |. 


ed Rabbies of our Age, who look upon thok il 


who preach up the Spirit of God, of Juſtifi- 


cation, by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and of the 
New-Birth ; who preach againſt the faſhiona- 
ble and polite Entertainments of the Age, 


and ſhew Perſons that theſe tend to the De- 


ſtruction of their immortal Souls; theſe Per- 
ſons are odious in their Sight, my Brethren, 
they are ſo odious in their Sight, that they 
thruſt them out of their Synagogues: And] 
ſince they deny the Truths of the Goſpel, or 
at leaſt interpret them away (for we have a 
ſtrange Way of interpreting Scripture now) 
they muſt not be angry, tho' a Stripling dare 
attack the greateſt Goliab among them. = 

| e And 


[ 17 } 
= And many, very many of our Clergy (thoſe 
n particular whoſe Writings have lately been 
E&ubliſhed) know no more of Regeneration, 
than Nicodemus did, when he came to Chriſt 
Wby Night. To talk of feeling the Spirit of 
God, is eſteem'd as Nonſenie; and Perſons 
have been forbid the Sacrament only for read- 
Wing my Books, but as my Books and Sermons 
are agreeable to the Doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt, 
dare venture my Salvation on the Truth of 
chem. fa, of, 
And tho' the learned Men eſteem you as a 
Parcel of Rabble that come only out of Curi- 
oſity, which will prove fatal to you in the 
End,; yet, my Brethren, I hope better Things 
of you, that your Curioſity is pretty well over, 
and that it may prove fatal unto your Sins, 
by giving them their Death's Wound. 
= Oh that they would ſhew to their Hearers 
„the Nature, Sin, Folly, and Danger of fol- 
- lowing theſe polite Entertainments, then they 
- would be doing their Duty by keeping the 
People from following theſe ſenſual Delights of 
= Thus, my Brethren, I think it proves, even 
to a Demonſtration, that none of the polite 
Entertainments of Life, but what are con- 
trary to the Word of God, and are Hind- 
e {Frances to your Salvation. I ſhall inſtance one 
Thing more, my Brethren, to ſhew who they 
are 
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| Worſhip of God. 


Time? 


118 
are who are not taking Care for their Souls 
And they are 

Fourthly, Thoſe who are ſo taken up wit 
the World as to neglect Renting upon Ul | 


And is there not many among you, mſi 4 


Brethren, who let the World enjoy all you 1 


Are not you ſuiving to heap up Riches || 
you ſtrive hard to get Wealth all the Wee : 
and cannot ſpare God one Day; for if youll Z 
think it is Jawful to take a little Recreation o 
the Lord's Day, you can get your Country 
Houle, and go on a Saturday, and ſpend the 3 
Sabbath of the Lord in Riding, Viſiting, and 
Pleaſure-taking; then return to your Buff 
neſs again with very little Concern upon your 1 
ads concerning your Souls. You live, mi 
Brethren, juſt as if you were to live here af 
ways; and think, becauſe you are moral hol 
neſt Men, becauſe you pay every one thei 
own, and deal unto your Neighbours as you 
would he ſhould to you, you ſpeak Peace un 
to yourſelves, and think all is well, when a 
my Brethren, you are in the Road to Dei 
ſtruction, tho you know it not; you are def 
ceiving your own Souls, labouring ſo mud 
for the Meat that periſheth, that you forge 
the Meat which endureth forever: Do nol 
deceive yourſelves, God is not mocked. Df 
not 
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Pt, my dear Brethren, incumber yourſelves 
dout the World fo much as to neglect your 
Wouls; Vor what will 1 profit you To 825 the 
bole World, if you lose your own Souls? What 
in be the Advantage to you then ? Of what 
Wonification will a fine Horſe, a Country- 

. Fouſe, and a great Eſtate be to you then? 
cl! will yield you no Pleaſure; it will be no 
W-rvice to you to confi der of what you enjoy'd 
While you was here; No, it will only aggra- 
Nite your Torment: But let me beſeech 
F ou, my dear Brethren, to attend on the 
8 Laa of God, your Souls are of more 
Vorth than your Bodies, and require an in- 
9 Inite deal of Care, leſt, wp Brethren, they pe- 
W 1 am not, my Breefiren, calling you to 
Have your Families, and your Buſineſs of 
Fife; No, there are two Callings, a general 
Wnc, and ſpecial one. Now it 1s the Duty 
f every one to regard the Buſineſs of this 
Wife, and to labour for the Meat that periſh- 
Wth ; but tho' he is to labour for it, he is not 
4 do it inordinately, ſo as to neglect the Buſi- 

ess of his ſpecial Calling: And tho' the Pha- 
es are pleas d to ſay, that I call them from 


Cn . c JED. » | 5 2 
cir Buſineſs, that I make them to be idle; 
0 Wray let me ask them a Queſtion; Who calls 


em from their Buſineſs when they are ſe- 
Wcral Hours at a Play, at „ Garda, at Bowls, 
; and 


ve 9 
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[ 20 ] | 
wad at the unlawful and ſinful Diverſions of 

the Age? T 

No, my Brethren, tho' 1 preach up th 7 

Neceflity of your coming to Jeſus Chriſt, ye 

my Brethren, I do not bid you be idle, and 

hes your whole Time in hearing of Sermon Y 

in frequenting religious Societies; No, thei 
that do not work, neither ſhould they eat 
There is no Licenſs given, my Brethren, bil 
the bleſſed jeſus for Idleneſs; for in the ven 

Infancy of the World, Idleneſs was not al 

lowed of; for Adam and Eve dreſs'd the Gar * 

den, and Cain was a Tiller of the Ground 

as well as Abel was a Keeper of Sheep ; and 1 
there is a Proverb among the Fews, That 
who brings his Son up without Buſineſs, bring 
him up to be a Thief: And our Savio 

was no Encourager of Idleneſs, for he was Þ 

Carpenter; for. the Jeus cried, when they ſaw 

him, 1s not this the Carpenter's Son? d 

Paul, tho brought up at the Feet of thaf 

great Man Gamaliel, yet he was a Tent 

maker. 

Labour, my Brethren, is ab upon a 
ji Mankind, as Part of the divine Curſe ; an 
1 you are called to be uſeful to the Soc Society t 
which you may belong; take Care firſt for thi 
q Thing done of God, and then all Things ſhal 
2 -+ Ds added. 1 
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To labour in this Life, my Brethren, is 
your Duty, only take Care that the Buſineſs 
of this Life, and an over Care for the Body, 
does not deſtroy your Care for your Souls, 

W which is of the greateſt Conſequence, for this 
plain Reaſon, That of the Body 1s temporal, 
and that of the Soul is eternal. „ 
My Brethren, I am far from doing what 
the Phariſees ſays of me, An Encourager of 
Idleneſs, that I would have rich Men work as 
W well as poor. It is owing to their Idleneſs 
| that the Devil hurries them to his Diverſions ; 
they can be in their Beds all the Morning, 
ſpend the Afternoon and Evening in Dreſſing, 
W Vifting, Balls, Plays, or Aſſeniblies, when 
they ſhould be ſeeking after the Welfare of 


their Souls. 
= And it is ſuch a Life as this, my Brethren, 

that occaſions a ſpiritual Numbneſs in the Soul, 
and if Jeſus Chriſt was not to ſtop thoſe who 
ſpend their Time, they would be hurried into 
Hell without one ſerious Thought about their 
immortal Souls: Seek the Things of God 
firſt ; look well to obtain Oil in your Lamps, 
and Grace in your Hearts. Iam not, my Bre- 
thren, perſuading you to take no Care about 
the Things of this Life, but not to be in- 
cumbred with them, fo as to neglect your 
Duty to God, and a Concern for your Souls. 


It is meet, it is right, and your abundant Duty, 
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to wikd the Callings wherein God hath placed 
you, and you are out of your Duty when 
you negle& them; but Al, my Brethren, 
by wholly regarding of them, and taking no 
Thought for your Souls, you are running into 
a worſe Extreme, an Extreme, that will not 
profit you; No, not, my Brethren, if you 
were to gain the whole World, becauſe you 
will loſe your Soul. 
I ſhall now proceed to ſhew you 


2. Who they are that do regard their Souls, 
or what Caring for the Soul implies. 

And they, my Brethren, are thoſe, who 
are by the Spirit of Chriſt regenerated, are 
bereupon convinced of the Evil of Sin, the Bil 
Miſery in themſelves, the Vanity of the Crea- 
ture, the Neceſſity and Sufficiency of Jeſus . 
Chriſt, who are born again, and brought out 
of Darkneſs into marvellous Light. When, 
my Brethren, you are ſenſible how vile you 
have been, how wretched, blind and miſera- 
ble you are in yourſelves, and that you can 
do not one good Thing, that you deſerve no- 
thing but Hell, and you feel your Sins, as 
ſinking you to Ruin; I ſay, my Brethren, Ic 
when you feel theſe Things, you are made Wh 
to cry unto the Lord for his Help; you can- 


not reſt ſatisfied till 25 Chriſt is formed in 
you, 
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you, till you are born again, 'till you feel the 
Spirit of God working upon your Hearts. 
Tis true, my Brethren, that many who call 
themſelves Members. of the Church of Eng- 
and, yea, Teachers thereof, deny the Doc- 
tines of inward Feeling; they ſay, There is 
no ſuch Thing as feeling the Spirit of God 
Wy working upon our Hearts. Good God! One 
8 ſhould think it impoſſible that any, eſpecially 
W the Members and Teachers of the Church of 
Eꝛrgland ſhould deny it, when, in many of 
our Collects, we pray to feel the Holy Ghoſt 
Jon our Hearts, and that we may have the 
Inſpiration of it. And, 
= The very firſt Queſtion the Biſhop asks of 
thoſe who deſign to take up holy Orders, is, Are 
on inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to take 
W's Adminiſtration upon you ? and the Perſon 
who is to be admitted anſwers, I truſt I am; 
upon this, my Brethren, the Biſhop ſays, Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghoſt. © 
= When I was firſt called, by the Providence. 
of God, to take holy Orders, I argued thus 
with myſelf: It 1s impoſſible I can be inward- 
Wy moved by the Spirit of God, unleſs I feel 
the working of it upon my Heart, and if I 
am ſenſible of the working of God upon my 
Heart, I may be ſaid to be inwardly moved 
hereby ; j and after the Biſhop had asked me 
rRNA To 2 the 


[a4] 
the uſual Queſtion, he ſaid, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghoſt, by the Impoſition of Hands. 

Now, my Brethren, this either has ſome 
Signification, or it has not; if it has not, 
Why do they uſe it ? if it has, What do they 
mean by being inwardly moved? if inwardly 
moved, I muſt have an inward Feeling, other- 
wiſe, how can I tell whether I am inwardly 
moved or not: This is ſo plain, that it is 

amazing to me how any can deny it. 
And yet with Grief I ſpeak it, God is my 
Judge, Numbers, which have told God they 
were moved by his Spirit, do now preach a- 
gainſt the Feeling of the Spirit of God, and i 
count thoſe who preach up, that we muſt re- 
ceive the Spirit of God in its fanctitying 
Graces, and athrm, there is ſuch Things as 1n- 
ward Feelings, as Diſſenters, as Deceivers of 
the common People, and going about to un- 
dermine the eſtabliih'd Church; but, my dear 
Brethren, they are the Diſſenters, they are 
the Schiſmaticks, they are the Bane of the 
Church of England, who have run from their 
Articles, and inſtead of preaching up the fun- 
damental Truth of Jeſus Chriſt, are ſunk into: 
a polite Way of preaching dead dry Morality; 
they ſtarv'd People from their Communion, 
becauſe they could not feed upon Husks with 
Swine; and now they blame them for deſert- 
ing from them, when they were _— toll 
cave 


te 
W-1ve them and ſeek about for Food ior their 
3 Souls. | 
And when they have fond this Food chiey 
eſtccm it, they prize ir, knowing it is of the 
utmoſt Conſequence, that their Souls are worth 
{ ore than the whole World; they are ſenſi- 
ple that it was the Love of their Souls that 
L onght the Lord Jeſus Chriſt down from his 
Prather's Boſom, who died upon the Croſs, 
and, therefore, they are willing to be careful 
or that which coſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſo 
0 dear. 
Let me now, my delr Brethren, beſeech 
Hou to look after your Souls: Do not be con- 
ented with being moral honeſt Men, with 
Wading civil, decent Lives; No, my dear 
: Brethren, that is only deceiving you, and will 
lead you to Deſtruction, but come unto the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, fly unto him, reſt only up- 
on him, and then you will be ſafe, then, my 
1 WB:cthren, you'll be upon a ſure Rock. Oo 
econſider what will be the Conſequence of not 
looking after your Souls; you will then periſh 
forever; And what Satisfaction will it be to 
you to think you have been at ſuch a Play, 
IDorte- race, Ball, or Aſſembly? What will it 
be to you then, my Brethren ? Then your 
lounds, nor your Pleaſures will no more de- 
Night you; No, but the Thoughts thereof will 


make your Torments greater, to think for 
D 3 how 
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and Happineſs, to think, for the Sake dM 


your Souls. 


of God, how willingly, how joyfully would 


ſhould boaſt; but go to God, tell him how F 


Creature, and if you go to him in this Man- 


him, come all of you to Jeſus Chriſt th þ 


| 2 Y | 
how fi all a Trifle you have loſt Heaven 3 


pleaſing theſe Bodies of your 's you have lol ; 


O my dear Brethren, I could ſpeak all if 
could ſpeak no more, o J could but bring 
you unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and mak 
you ſenſible of your loſt and undone Con- 
dition. O that I could give you Grace. 0 
that I could place you all at the Right-Heand 


DE. 
3 


1 immediately do it; I cannot, but the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt can and will do it if you go to 
him. Do not go to him Phari/ee like, li 
him what Things you have done, how often 
you have faſted, pray'd, gone to Church, of 
took the Sacrament ; No, my Brethren, "all A 
is pleading to God as if he was your Debtor 
when his Love is free, it is all free Grac 
that any of you are faved; it is not in Mai 
that he is ever brought unto the Lord Jeſu 9 
Chriſt; it is not of Works leſt any Man 


vile, how wretched, how r vou are) 


and that you are a poor loſt undone damncl 4 


1 


ner, he will be a God ready to help you 
you will find him willing to ſerve you; bu 
Arms are open to embrace you; come unt; 


Nightly 
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Wo Come, I beſeech you, come to the 
Arms of my Maſter, he is a gracious Maſter ; 


Love, you would long for more and more 
ere With what Words ſhall I woo you, 
Wmy dear Brethren, to come unto the Lord 
Wi Chriſt? O how ſhall I leave you? I 
l cannot leave you till the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
Þþ lis formed in ſome of your Souls. I could go 
Ito Priſon, I could go to Death for you, but 
cannot bear, my Brethren, the Thoughts 
of going to Heaven without you. 

Will nothing do but the Pleaſures of Life? 
WO do but come unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Hou will find more Pleaſure than this World 
an give. Why ſtay you, my Brethren, are 
Bot you willing to come to Chriſt ? 1 hope 
better Things of you. Are you afraid to 
Wome leſt he ſhould not accept of you ? In- 
: Feed. my dear Brethren, he will do it, if 
Hou are but weary and heavy laden, and come 
Ynto him in a Senſe thereof, you ſhall find 
Welt. 
#3 Jeſus Chriſt is the Way, Jeſus Chriſt is 
4 Ine Truth, Jeſus Chriſt is the Life; and you 
| I. have the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt to waſh 
your Filth. Jeſus Chriſt muſt be your 
6K Wiſdom, Jeſus Chriſt muſt be your 
vhole Righteouſneſs, Jeſus Chriſt muſt be 
our whole Sanctification, or this Jeſus will 
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O if you did but ſee one Glimpſe of his 
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never be your whole Redemption. Your Soul : 
lay at Stake; the Devil would rejoice to have 
them, bat Chriſt has died for them; And 
will you not come unto him ? E 
O come, come I beſeech you, in all Love 
and Tenderneſs, my dear guilty Brethren, 
come unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, your Soul 
will be loſt forever elſe: And can you bear 
the Thought of being forever ſeparated from 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which you muſt bei 
if you will not come unto him ? I offer Jetusi 
| Chriſt unto every one of you; Jeſus Chriit 
is offered to all of you this Night: O doi 
not ſay you are engaged in this, or that Bufi- 
neſs, and, therefore, you cannot come: Let 
not your Sins keep you from coming to Je-il 
ſus Chriſt; come in all your Filth, in all 
your Rags, in all your Pollution, and then 5 
the Lord Jeſus will reccivs vou. Methink- 
I could ſpeak till Midnight, if thereby I could 
but bring one Soul of you to Jeſus Chriti:ſf 
Here is Mercy offered to the vileſt Sinner; 
come all ye who have hitherto gone on in allf 
Manner of Wickednels, Sipcarers, Adulterersf 
Harlots, Fornicators, and Murderers, come 
but to Jeſus aid he wi 3 Mercy upon 
you: O fly unto bun, and you ſhall hav 
Peace for your Souls, Pardon ior your Sins; 
you {hall be taken up to live with that Jeſu 
which died for you. 


() 
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O my dear Brethren, my dear guilty Bre- 
W: bcc, let me beſeech you to accept of the 
3 ove and Mercy of Jeſus Chriſt, which is of- 
1 "ou to you. O do not refuſe this Mercy of 
Wthe Lord, Jeſus Chriſt. O do not let Jeſus 
Cnriſt knock at the Door of your Hearts in 
ain: It is the Love of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
"a that you are called to accept of ; and why, O 
hy, my Brethren, will you not accept of 
im? Conſider you are loſt without this Love 
f ſeſus Chriſt, your Souls will periſh forever, 
nd they are :nmorcit. | 
I could not bare to ſee fo many of your 
WSouls going down to the Pit, and none to in- 
Wiruct you, or inform you wherein you go 
bay. but encourage you too much by their 
: Own W It was Love to your Souls, 
Wy Brethren, that brought me to preach thus 
Into you, and have expoſed me to the ill 
Wi rcatment of my Letter - learned Brethren, 
yd, therefore, let not my Love be loft. I 
ao not ſeek your's; but vow, 1 am adviſing 
ou for your everlaſting Good: ; and ſure you 
Id __ be your own Enemies ſo much as 
Wo refuſe the Lord Jeſus Chrilt. 
O come once more, I beſcech you come 
Into this Jeſus, who is ready now to accept 
Wo! you: O come unto him, I earneſtly beſeech 
ou this Night, let me not fpeak in vain, let 
me not ſpend my s Strength for nought, let me 
| nOt 
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not go to my Maſter, and tell him you will 
not come, you will not accept of him; bud 8 
let me go and tell him how willing you an ; 
to accept of his Love and Favour, how will. 
ing, my Brethren, you are to come unto him 
that you wall ſeek to him, and to! him onh 8 
for Reſt for your Souls: 0 fly, fly unto th 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; J invite you all to accept 
of him; I offer Jeſus Chriſt to the greatelt|f 
Profligate on Earth: Sure there are none can 
ſay I preach Damnation now, they cannalf 
ſay I am ſending you to Hell now; No, my 
Brethren, I preach Salvation to all of youll 
that will come and accept of the Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt : Here is a gracious Proclamation, 
Every one that thirſteth, come ye to the Wa 
ters of Life; come buy Wine and Milk with 
out Money and without Price: Here is Love 
| here is Grace for every one of you. Oh 
know not how to leave you, without ſome 
Hopes of your coming to the Lord Jeu 
Chriſt. O come, come unto him, I earneſtly] 
implore of you ; this Evening go into your 4 
Cloſets, and fall down before the Lord, under 
a Senſe of. vour Sin, and Unworthineſs, and 
the Lord Telus Chriſt will be your Support 
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now and od ever ; you ſhall find Pleaſure ani 
Satisfaction in his Ways here, and ſhall live for-P 
ever and ever in the World to come, with hin 
where your Sin and Sorrow fhall fle away 


I 
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Hallelujahs ſhall be your Song to all Eterni- 
y, and that will be too ſhort for to ſound 
W forth the Praiſe of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
here ſhall be no more Interruption, where 
Wall Sin, and every Diſturbance ſhall be done 
W away, and nothing remain but Songs of An- 
Igels and the Praiſes of juſt Men made perfect, 
chro eternal Ages; and that this may be the 
Employment of you all, may the Lord guide 
and direct you, may he reveal himſelf to you, 
may you walk in his Paths, and do his Will 
Where, that you may be happy with him here- 
after. May the Word now preached fink 
deep into your Hearts, may it take Root down- 
Wards, and bring forth Fruit upwards, may 
Hou walk uprightly in the Midſt of a crooked 
Hund perverſe Generation, may the Lord be 
Pour Guide and Protection to your reſpective 
BHabitations, - and may you not fin by the 
Way, but be preſerved from all Evil, for the 
Pake of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, to him, 
vith the Father and holy Spirit, be all Glory, 
Power, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, now, 
Henceforth, and forever more, Amen, Amen. 


The Grace of our Lord Faſus Chriſt, Kc. 
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